
Dialog+
Applying for grants and project funding



You will find two sample applications in the
downloads section.

1.Application that you 

formulate yourself and 

determine the project 

yourself.

2.Application for an 

existing project or a 

call for tenders.



When does it 
make sense to 

apply for 
funding for 

associations?

▪ First of all: an association should finance itself as 

much as possible.

o Through donations, membership fees or 

admission fees

▪ Funding can be applied for to finance larger 

projects.

▪ However, smaller projects are also eligible for 

funding.

o e.g. interfaith dialogue evening or a 

projector/beamer for the association



What support is 
available for 

clubs?

Important points are:

▪ What is being promoted?

▪ Who is funding the project?

▪ The funding amount and funding period are usually 

specified in the call for proposals.

▪ 100% funding is hardly possible.

o A personal contribution of 10% is usually payable by the 

patient.

Tipp: Stelle Sie sicher im Vorfeld, ob Sie den Eigenanteil 

selbst aufbringen können (denkbar sind hier auch 

ergänzende Fördertöpfe von anderen Institutionen).



What is being 
promoted?

▪ Projects (usually limited in time) and short-term 

projects/events are supported.

▪ Growth-related subsidies (e.g. for establishing and 

expanding own non-profit structures)

▪ Coverage of running costs

o Rent, utilities or salaries

▪ Time-limited project-related funds, usually lasting 1, 2 

or 3 years

Tip: When submitting your application, make sure you clearly 

demonstrate the social added value. This will increase the chances 

of your application being approved.



What are the 
requirements for 

receiving funding?

The conditions vary depending 
on the funding provider.

Associations must almost always 
be non-profit organisations.

Please observe the funding 
guidelines of the respective 
institutions.

Tip: There are specific support programmes for certain target groups.

For example, children and young people, people with disabilities and people with a 

migrant background.



Who awards 
funding?

Search locally for funding 

opportunities.

Many municipalities and 

cities have their own funding 

opportunities.



Where can I find 
suitable funding 
programmes?

▪ Förderdatenbank des Bundes

o www.förderdatenbank.de

o Keyword-based search

o Intercultural, youth welfare, religion, education

▪ Public funding from the federal government, state 

governments and local authorities.

▪ EU funding

o High funding potential with Europe-wide scope

▪ Regional and national associations and foundations

▪ Newsletter rund um das Thema Förderungen



How do you 
apply for 
funding?

▪ Plan ahead and be prepared for waiting times.

▪ Find out about funding opportunities locally

▪ Research thoroughly

o Which projects have been funded in the past?

▪ Submits individual applications

o No copy-paste applications

▪ Personal contact with the funding provider

▪ Create a concept portfolio with references from past 

projects and plans.

Tip: Personal contact with the funding provider can work 

wonders.



Please note the 
following four 

points when 
formulating your 

funding application.

▪ What do you want to achieve? / What are your goals?

o Detailed description of the project, the target 

group and why you want to do it.

o Set realistic and measurable indicators

▪ Why is the whole thing non-profit?

o What added value does this offer the general 

public?

▪ How long will the project run? / How big is the 

project? 

▪ A financing plan must always be included.

o Detailed list of cost items

o Intended use of cost centres



Aufbau des Finanzierungsplans

The motivation must be explained in an understandable way.

Who are we, or who is the applicant?

Who is the target audience?

What is the project?

How this is to be implemented in concrete terms.

Tipp: 

Versucht den Zeitplan realistisch zu setzten!

Erfahrungsgemäß lieber solide Ziele setzten, als zu ambitioniert zu planen.



What alternatives 
are there to 

funding?

sponsorship

fundraising

Initial discussions with 

foundations
Tip:

A completed application should be read by 

your colleagues and feedback should be 

sought.
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